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The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) met on 14 March 2017 in Yamoussoukro (Ivory 

Coast), at the invitation of the Ivory Coast Cane Producers’ Federation, FEPCANVICI (Fédération des Producteurs 

de Canne Villageoise de Côte d’Ivoire).  

 

The Association focused its work programme on innovation, as the driving force of sustainability in world sugar 

sectors and on this occasion, shared the results of its study on the technical support available to growers 

throughout the world. 

 

This study was conducted in recognition that it is through innovation that agricultural production can take up 

the leading challenges of tomorrow, in particular climate change, which will have a double impact on the 

growers; it will increase the uncertainty of yields and accentuate price volatility.  

 

The study reveals that private companies, who need a return on investment, cannot invest alone in the potential 

of agronomic innovation. The World Association calls upon governments to support investment in agricultural 

research and technical innovation, with special emphasis on technology transfer in the field. In order to optimise 

this investment, it must be:  

 aimed at independent scientific bodies at the service of the sector, whose objective is to establish the 

best technical recommendations ; 

 accompanied by a wide transfer of the results in the field, with the support of the growers’ associations 

who must have the necessary means to assist their members at technical level.  

 

The World Association underlines that it is also through innovation in the contractual relationship with sugar 

processors that sustainability will take shape. The Association is pleased to observe that beet and cane prices 

are usually based on the application of a pre-defined formula according to the value of the final products. 

Nevertheless, it calls for innovation in the face of price volatility, for example by considering effective access to 

futures markets and other risk management systems.  


